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History

The origin of Holy Spirit Seminary College of Theology and Philosophy
dates back to the early foundation of the Regional Seminary for South
China (1931-1964). The purpose of the foundation was the formation of
local clergy for the South China District who could then serve in their
local dioceses after their priestly ordination. The South China District
comprised the dioceses of Shaoguan, Wuzhou, Guangzhou, Jiangmen,
Jiaying, Shantou, Dingzhou, Xiamen, Fuzhou, Jianning, Funing, Beihai,
Qingxian and Hong Kong.

However, in 1964, when the above dioceses were not sending any of
their seminarians for formation, the Congregation of Propaganda Fide
closed the Regional Seminary and transferred the premises to the Hong
Kong Diocese, which in the same year on the same premises set up its
diocesan seminary, naming it “Holy Spirit Seminary,” thus implementing
the directive of Vatican Il that the formation of seminarians and priests
should be localized.

In 1970, Holy Spirit Seminary College of Theology & Philosophy was
established through the collaboration of the Hong Kong Diocese, the
Macau Diocese, the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and the Salesians of Don
Bosco. Then in 1985, the Order of the Franciscan Minors was invited to
join them.

In order that the laity might have an opportunity to deepen and widen their
knowledge of God, since they too can be effective instruments in building
God’s Kingdom, the Seminary College was opened to the laity in 1973.

The Theology and Philosophy Divisions of the Seminary College were
affiliated to the Pontifical Urbaniana University of Rome in 1974 and 1976
respectively; thus making it possible for students taking theology and
philosophy to obtain the degrees of Bachelor of Theology and Bachelor
of Philosophy.

P.21
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Academic Authorities of Pontifical Urbaniana University

A further step was taken, when in 1989, in order to fulfil the desires and
needs of the laity for a degree course in theology, the Seminary College
was expanded with the opening of the Higher Institute of Religious
Sciences, endorsed by the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical Urbaniana
University. Those who have completed the necessary requirements in this
Institute will obtain the degree of Bachelor in Religious Sciences.

In 1994, with the consent of the Pontifical Urbaniana University, the
Theology Division started a two-year programme leading to the degree
of Licentiate in Theology (L.T.). This required upgrading the status of the
Theology Division from that of affiliation to aggregation with respect to
the Pontifical Urbaniana University. On March 6th, 1997, the Holy See’s
Congregation for Catholic Education upgraded the Theology Division,
aggregating it to the Theology Faculty of the Pontifical Urbaniana University.

In March 2011, Congregation for Catholic Education issued a document,
stating that the programme leading to the degree of Bachelor in Philosophy
in Catholic institutions be extended to 3 years. Since the Seminary
College has not got the required resources to follow this instruction, the
philosophy programme remains two years. Instead of a degree, students
who successfully complete the programme will obtain a diploma issued
by the Seminary College. According to the aforesaid document by
Congregation for Catholic Education, two years of philosophy is sufficient
for providing a foundation for theology training.

Goals

p.22

Holy Spirit Seminary College of Theology and Philosophy is an academic
centre consisting of three distinct entities: the Theology Division, the
Philosophy Division and the Higher Institute of Religious Sciences. They
offer programmes of studies in philosophy and theology. The primary goal
of the Seminary College is the teaching of theology and philosophy to
men preparing for the ordained ministry. In line with the newly developing
needs of the local Church, a secondary goal is the teaching of theology
and philosophy to dedicated men and women, religious and lay.

Chancellor

Vice-Chancellor

Rector

Dean

Dean

Director

His Eminence Cardinal
Luis Antonio Gokim TAGLE

Prefect of the Congregation for

the Evangelization of Peoples

His Excellency Archbishop
Fortunatus NWACHUKWU

Prof. Vincenzo BUONOMO

Prof. Pietro Angelo MURONI
Faculty of Theology

Prof. Luca TUNINETTI
Faculty of Philosophy

To be confirmed
Affiliated Institutes
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Seminary College Board

Library

Governor His Eminence Cardinal Stephen CHOW, S.J.
Bishop of Hong Kong

Members Most Rev. Stephen LEE
Bishop of Macau

Very Rev. Stephen TONG, S.J.

Provincial Superior

Very Rev. Domingos LEONG, S.D.B.

Provincial Superior

Very Rev. Placid WONG, O.F.M.

President

Administrative Staff
President To be confirmed
Philosophy Division Director Rev. Edward CHAU
Secretariat Executive Officer Ms. Eunice CHAN

Secretary Ms. PO Pui Yi
Accounts Clerk Ms. Clara CHAN
Department
P. 24

History

The Holy Spirit Seminary Library is a special library with emphasis on
materials of theological, philosophical and religious nature. It serves as
an information and resource center to support the theological education
and training of priests, religious and the laity. The Library officially came
into existence in August 1967. It included books from the Seminary in
Tai Koo Lau as well as from the Regional Seminary Library which served
the needs of the Holy Spirit Seminary. In 1971, the Library incorporated
the books of the Catholic Center Library and extended its service to Holy
Spirit Seminary College of Theology and Philosophy.

Development

With the increasing demand for theological education for the laity and
great interest in the area of theology and religious studies, the Seminary
College plays an important role in the Diocese of Hong Kong in developing
theological education. With the development of the Seminary College,
a postgraduate programme in theology was introduced in 1994. In line
with the development of the postgraduate programme, the Library was
automated and spatially extended. In 1997, the Dynix automated library
system, a system used in the public libraries in Hong Kong, was installed.
In 2014, with a view to upgrading our library system and improving the
library services in this fast-changing world of technology, a new library
system called “Aleph” was installed. This system enables users to have a
faster and easier access to our Library’s collections, the EIN consortium’s
collections and the Internet information world. The Library is now fully
automated in the areas of cataloguing, circulation and public online
catalogue.

The Holy Spirit Seminary Library has been renovated and extended
to occupy also the first and second floors of the existing building, and
providing a more spacious and comfortable environment for the users.
The ground floor houses extensive collections in Chinese, the first floor
contains the Western languages section, and the second floor houses
periodicals of the current year.

P.25
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Library
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The Library collections have been growing as a result of gifts, endowments
and purchase using its subscription funds. In 1967, the collections
contained 6,000 volumes in all, but now there is a Chinese section with
about 33,000 volumes of books and a Western language collection with
about 50,000 volumes. The Library subscribes to around 100 titles of
periodicals in different languages.

In 2003, a Chinese database was created on the web to provide
theological information in Chinese for Chinese Church communities all
over the world.This webpage contains links to a collection of Chinese
documents promulgated by the Popes and the Sacred Congregations
of the Roman Curia. Users can also access the full text for a number
of Chinese theological journals and reference books of our Library, and
perform search via this webpage.

With the advent of computing and information technology, in 2014 our
library service was further upgraded with the launch of an online union
catalogue called “Easy Search”. This web-based catalogue has greatly
enhanced user accessibility to the library service, and enables our users
to perform a number of essential tasks such as searching the materials,
checking their circulation records, renewing and holding items, receiving
pre-overdue and overdue e-mail notices etc. via the Internet.

In order to better serve our users in this digital world, our Library has
been enhancing our electronic resources since 2005. We have currently
subscribed to nine English (Cambridge Companions, Cambridge Books
Online, Digital Loeb Classical Library, Ebook Central, Gale, iG Library,
NetLibrary, Oxford Handbooks Online and Religion Online), three Chinese
(Super Book City, iRead ebook and HyRead ebook) e-book collections,
four e-journal collections (ATLAS PLUS, GALE (Religion, Social Science),
GALE (Chinese Recorder) and Religion & Philosophy) and one e-theses
collection (E-Theses of CUHK's Center of the Study of Religion and Chinese
Society). These collections, comprising more than 92,000 titles, in the areas
of religion, philosophy and culture, provide reference sources in addition
to the existing “conventional” printed books to our users. Moreover, to

enhance our web-based catalogue, we have begun to add the table of
contents and the book cover images to some of our core materials.

Ecumenical Information Network (EIN)

Besides using the information resources in our Library, users can also
access the largest theological library catalogue in Hong Kong by searching
the union catalogue of the Ecumenical Information Network (EIN). This
network was established in March 1995 in Hong Kong. It is a library
automation project aimed at contributing to theological education and
church unity by networking the Christian religious and theological libraries
in Hong Kong. At present, there are five member libraries in the EIN:

¢ Alliance Bible Seminary Library

e China Graduate School of Theology Library
e Evangelical Seminary Library

e Holy Spirit Seminary Library

e |utheran Theological Seminary Library

This cooperation facilitates the sharing of library and information resources
among EIN member libraries. The EIN union catalogue enables users
to search through collections of the participating libraries. The union
catalogue includes about 975,300 records and is the largest Chinese
theological library catalogue not only in Hong Kong, but also in the world.

Regulations
¢ Please keep quiet in the Library.
¢ Please do not make phone calls in the Library.

e After reading the materials, please put them on the “re-shelving
carts”. Do not put them back on the shelf.

e Please do not bring out any materials from the Library without
checking out.

e Eating and drinking are prohibited in the Library. p 27



Library

Philosophy Programme (Phil.)

5. Opening Hours
Mon-Fri
Mon-Fi
Tue & Thu (Sep~Jun)
Sat

Sunday & Public Holiday

6. Librarians

Director

Assistant Director
Assistant Director
Assistant

Assistant

P.28

9:00a.m.-5:00p.m.

Lunch Break (Closed) 1:00p.m.-2:00p.m.

9:00a.m.-9:00p.m.

Full Day 9:00a.m.-6:00p.m.

Full Day (Closed)

Rev. Peter CHOY

Dr. LAM Suet Pik

Mr. Sam CHOI

Mr. CHEUNG Chun Lung

Ms. Vincy YUNG

1. Goals

a. To stimulate the students to reflect in a systematic way on the
fundamental questions of life and to be aware of their strengths and
limitations in seeking answers to such questions.

b. To provide a bridge of understanding between the student’s everyday
experience and his/her Christian faith.

c. To cultivate a critical and systematic mind-set for the subsequent
study of theology.

2. European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS)
Since the Academic Year 2015-16, the Seminary College adopts European
Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) and uses ECTS credits
to express the volume of learning of students. 1 ECTS credit corresponds
to at least 25 hours of work, which includes 8 hours of lecture. This helps
professors and students to objectively determine how much learning time
each course needs.

3. Structure
The programme is a two-year diploma programme. To complete the
programme, students should acquire 122.5 ECTS credits, including 112
credits from compulsory courses and 10.5 credits from elective courses.
The programme structure is as follows:

Area Code Course (Compulsory) ECTS

Credit

Introductory [PH101 Introduction to Philosophy 3.5

Courses PH102 Logic 3.5

Systematic |PH103 Philosophy of Nature 3.5

Philosophy [PH104.1&2 |Philosophical Anthropology I&ll 7.0

PH105.1&2 |Philosophy of Being Il 7.0
PH206.1&2 [Philosophy of Knowledge & 7.0
PH207 Philosophy of God 3.5
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PH209 A Study of Western and Eastern 3.5
Philosophies of Religion and Interreligious
Dialogue
PH109.1&2 |Ethics I&ll 7.0
PHO023 Political Philosophy 3.5
History of  |PH111 Ancient Greek Philosophy 3.5
Philosophy |PH112 Medieval Philosophy 3.5
PH113 Modern European Philosophy 3.5
PH214.1&2 [Contemporary Western Philosophy &l 7.0
PH115 Pre-Ch'in Confucianism and Taoism 3.5
PH116 Philosophical Schools in the Han, Wei & 3.5
Ch'in Dynasties
PH217&218 | Chinese Philosophy in the Sung, Ming 7.0
and Ch'ing Dynasties 1&l
PH219 Contemporary Chinese Thinkers 3.5
PH220 Buddhology 3.5
Subsidiary |PH032 Methodology for Writing Research Papers 0.0
Courses PHO38 Biblical Greek | 3.5
PHO39 Latin | 3.5
Research  |PHP-I Research Paper | 7.0
Paper PHP-II Research Paper |l 10.5
Area Code Course (Elective) ECTS
Credit
Elective PHO21 Introduction to Psychology 3.5
Courses PHO22 Introduction to Sociology 3.5
PHO025 Philosophy of Education 3.5
PH026 The Philosophy of Lao-Chuang 3.5
PHO30 The Four Books 3.5
PHO33 Selected Topics in Chinese Philosophy 3.5
PHO37 Taoist Studies 3.5
PHO40 The Study of St. Thomas Aquinas's 3.5
Philosophy
P.30

Academic Year

a.

The academic year lasts from the beginning of September until the
end of May. The break between the semesters is from Christmas to
mid-January.

Class periods are of 50 minutes’ duration. 28 class periods are
equivalent to 3.5 ECTS credits. Classes are held on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. If needed, classes may also be

arranged on Wednesdays and Saturdays’ mornings.

Entrance Requirements

a.

Admission to the Phil. programme is open to all Catholics, lay or
religious, who are marked by their moral conduct and who have the
required qualifications; any exception to this norm will be made by the
Admissions Committee set up by the Seminary College President.

The required qualifications are the following:
i.  All applicants must have obtained the qualifications for entry into
a university in Hong Kong or equivalent; and

i. A working knowledge of Chinese and English is required as
teaching and assignments are done through the medium of these
two languages.

General Requirements

a.

Enrolment and Re-registration

i. Students must enrol on the programme at the beginning of
each year by completing the enrolment or registration process.
For new students, this involves completing an enrolment form,
paying the first installment of tuition fees and confirming courses
on an allocated date and time during the enrolment period.
For continuing students, it involves a re-registration procedure
by paying the tuition fees and confirming the courses enrolled.
Enrolment and re-registration is done online at the Seminary
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College website. It is the responsibility of students to ensure that
they are registered for the correct courses.

ii. Students who have not enrolled for the year will not receive any
teaching and will not be able to access the services and facilities
of the Seminary College.

iii. A late registration fee will apply to students enrolling or registering
after the deadline.

Student Card

Students will be issued with student cards by the Seminary College
when they have enrolled on the programme. The student cards will
be valid for the duration of the programme. A fee is charged for the
replacement of lost cards.

Attendance and Punctuality

i. The Seminary College requires a record to be kept of student
attendance at all timetabled classes. Therefore, class prefects will
circulate an attendance sheet and ask students to sign against
their names. If more than 20% of the classes in one semester are
missed for any reason, the student will not be allowed to sit for
the examination of that course and thus will forfeits the credits for
that course.

ii. Students must check their email accounts and the College’s
notice board on a daily basis as timetables and events may be
revised at short notices.

ii. Students are required to hand in their assignments before the
deadlines. If they fail to do so, they will be penalized or will have
to retake the subject.

Notification of Absence

Students must keep their course professors and Director of Philosophy
Division informed of the reason for any significant absences and, in
the case of sickness, will normally be required to provide supporting
evidence.

e. Adverse Weather Arrangement

Please read the guidelines for resumption/cancellation of classes in
times of typhoons, rainstorms and extreme conditions in Appendix A.

Change of Personal Information

i. Students must keep the Secretariat at the Seminary College
informed of any changes to their student records: address (postal
and email), telephone numbers (office, residential and mobile), and
course suspension or withdrawal. They can check their current
details on-line using ‘My Details’ during the course of the year and
any errors in their records must be reported as the details of these
records will be used to issue their Grade Reports, calculate their
progresses and for any staff in the Seminary College to contact
them.

ii. For efficiency in correspondence, students are required to provide
an accessible email address. Failure to do so may result in a
breakdown of communication.

ii. Data Protection is taken very seriously in the Seminary College.
We have to keep accurate and detailed information about you
but this information is only disclosed to relevant authorities under
specific circumstances.

Suspension of Study

If students want to suspend their studies, they must inform the
Director of Philosophy Division in writing and return their student
cards. Students must advise the Director of Philosophy Division
of their intention to re-commence study no later than one month
prior to the start of the academic year.

Termination of Registration

Students who for any reason decide to terminate their registration
before the end of the academic year must give prior notice to
the Director of Philosophy Division and must return their student
cards.
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Guidelines on Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence

a.

Position of the College

The College supports the use of generative Al (GenAl) and considers
it a good source of inspiration. However, we want to emphasize that
whatever students submit for assessment is supposed to be their own
original work and they are accountable for their work. Al-generated
content may be inaccurate, misleading or may contain copyrighted
material. Students should use GenAl responsibly and wisely.

General advices for students in using GenAl

DOs
< Understand the limitations of any Al system you are using

J Master “Prompt Engineering” because the quality of output
correlates with the quality of input

 Use GenAl for brainstorming only
< Check for factual accuracy of Al-generated content

< Properly acknowledge any GenAl assistance in your work

DON'Ts

x Do NOT ask GenAl software to write your essays

x Do NOT rely on Al-generated content as the sole source of
information

Whether students are allowed to use GenAl tools in completing their
assignment depends on the nature and learning objectives of their
courses. Please refer to the specific criteria for your assignments and
ask your lecturers if in doubt.

Students who are found committing academic dishonesty will face
disciplinary actions. These cases will be handled in accordance with
the College’s Student Disciplinary Procedures.

Term Paper Requirements

Each year a student must write one research paper. The length of the first

research paper should be about 15 Ad-sized double-spaced typewritten

pages (in English) or about 10,000 characters (in Chinese) and the length of

the second paper should be about 25 Ad-sized double-spaced typewritten

pages (in English) or about 15,000 characters (in Chinese).

Requirements for obtaining the Diploma of Philosophy

To obtain the Diploma of Philosophy, candidates shall fulfil the following

requirements:

8.

9.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

They shall have successfully obtained a minimum of 122.5 ECTS
credits in all compulsory courses and some elective courses;

Completion of two research papers as required;

They shall have obtained a grade in each major area (i.e. Systematic
Philosophy, History of Philosophy and Research Paper) of not less
than 70% and a grade in each minor area of not less than 60%;

They shall have undertaken a comprehensive examination which
includes a written examination for 4.5 hours and an oral examination
for 45 minutes; and

They shall have obtained a grade in each of the above-mentioned
examinations of not less than 60% and on average a total grade of not
less than 70%.

10. Examination, Standards and Course Exemption

a.

There are two general categories of assessment, namely, formal
examination and assignments. The type of assessment given is
determined by the course professor. Each course is an independent
unit, for which the student receives a grade and the assigned number
of credits. In giving the final grade, professors take into account not
only the formal examination, but also the coursework assigned to the
students as well as their performance in class.
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b. Key to Grades

A+ = 97~100

A = 94-~96

A- = 90~93

B+ = 87~89

B = 84-~86

B- = 80~83

C+ = 77~79

C = T74~76

C- = 70~73

D+ = 67~69

D = 064~66

D- = 60~63

E = 40~59 =  Conditional; second examination is
required
(Maximum score for second
examination is C-)

F = 0~39 = Failure; the course has to be retaken

c. Students may be granted an exemption from specific courses
based on prior study. Exemption will be given only if the content and
standard of the course taken previously are equivalent to those of
the Seminary College. Examples would be courses taken in other
pontifical universities. There is a limit to the number of courses being
exempted.

Student Disciplinary Procedures

Should there be complaints against a student on his or her integrity of
doctrine and the probity of life, and with prima facie evidence submitted,
the Seminary College President will set up a sub-committee of three
members: one professor, the Director of Philosophy Division and the
President (as the convener), to investigate the allegations. He would

12.

13.

report the result of the investigation to the Bishop of Hong Kong and
the Seminary College Board. If the allegations are substantiated, the
student may be warned or be suspended or even be removed from the
Seminary College, depending on the severity of the case. The student
may appeal to the Bishop of Hong Kong, whose decision will be final.

Fees

a. The tuition fee is HK$16,300 per year or HK$1,400 per 3.5 ECTS
credits (for part-time students). Tuition fee is subject to an annual
review.

b. Fees for the comprehensive examination: HK$800.

c. Fees should be paid in the form of a crossed cheque made payable to
“Holy Spirit Seminary College of Theology and Philosophy”.

d. Scholarships offered by the Laity Formation Fund of the Hong Kong
Diocese may be awarded to lay people who wish to study in the
Seminary College. Application forms can be downloaded from the
website of the Diocese.

Refund Policy

a. All tuition fees will be fully refunded if the course is withdrawn or not
offered.

b. On premature cessation of the course, all fees and charges that
have been collected in respect of any part of the course failing to
be conducted on or after that date of the cessation will be refunded
within one month of the premature cessation.

c. In exceptional hardship cases such as serious illness, disability, death
of the students or a close family member (parent, sibling, spouse or
child), depending on the nature of the hardship, there will either be a
refund of paid tuition fee covering the unattended part of the course
or a transfer/defer of study to some other time. Valid proof should be
provided by the students.

d. Students who are granted leave of absence are not required to pay

the tuition fees for the period concerned.
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14. Enrolment Procedures Adverse Weather Arrangements

a. The Seminary College usually accepts new applications starting from
early April. Applicants should first download an application form from
the website of the Seminary College. After filling in the form, they

Public announcements on suspension of classes made by the Education Bureau
may not be applicable to the Seminary College. Our policies are as follows:
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should send it to the Secretariat together with relevant documents
(including a letter of recommendation). The Secretariat will inform the
applicants of the schedule for the admission interview. Only after the
interview, when it has been determined that the applicant may be
admitted, will the applicant be able to proceed with the registration.

Recommendation Letter: for clergy, seminarians and Religious, this
is to be given by their own Ordinary, Hierarch or Superior, or by one

person delegated by them; for all other people, by some Church
persons.

Enquiries and all correspondences concerning admission to Holy Spirit
Seminary College of Theology and Philosophy should be addressed to:

The Secretariat

Holy Spirit Seminary College of Theology and Philosophy

6 Welfare Road, Wong Chuk Hang, Aberdeen, Hong Kong.
Tel: (852) 2553 0265

Fax: (852) 2873 2720

Email: college@hsscol.org.hk

1. When Typhoon Signal No. 8 (or above) is hoisted, the Black Rainstorm

Signal or “Extreme Conditions” (announced by the Government) is in

force, the following arrangements will apply:

For classes and examinations that have NOT YET started

Hoisted or in force at or
after 7:00 a.m.

Morning classes and examinations
(9:00a.m. - 1:00p.m.) will be cancelled.

Hoisted or in force at or
after 12:00 noon

Afternoon classes and examinations
(2:00p.m. - 6:00p.m.) will be cancelled.

Hoisted or in force at or
after 4:00 p.m.

Evening classes and examinations
(7:00p.m. — 9:00p.m.) will be cancelled.

For classes and examinations that have already STARTED

Typhoon Signal No.8 (or above) is
hoisted or “Extreme Conditions”
is in force

Classes will be suspended immediately.
Examinations will continue until the end
of the examination session.

Black Rainstorm Warning Signal
is hoisted

Classes and examinations will continue.
Outdoor activities will be suspended
immediately. Students should be taken
to a safe place, and remain there until it
is safe for them to return home.

2. When Typhoon Signal No. 8 (or above), the Black Rainstorm Signal or
“Extreme Conditions” is cancelled, the following arrangements will apply:

Cancelled at or before 7:00 a.m.

Classes and examinations will be held
as scheduled.

Cancelled at or before 12:00 noon

Afternoon / evening classes and
examinations will be held as scheduled.

Cancelled at or before 4:00 p.m.

Evening classes and examinations will
be held as scheduled.
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